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Draft Phase 1 Fish Tissue Sampling Approach and Rationale - Upper
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.Thank you for the phone meeting yesterday. Most of Ecology's comments were expressed and
well discussed. They included:

• Plans for age determination of the fish and associated logistical planning and coordination
• Discussion on refining exactly when fish capture will occur and the need to coordinate

with the Lake Roosevelt Monitoring Group
• PCB analytical Methods - desire for appropriate congener results
• Fish count per composite
• Requesting that all parties assure that the most can be gained from the fish harvested,

including ecological and human health goals

Further, the following additional detailed comments are provided:

Section 1.2 Site Background, 1st paragraph, page 1-2: Are the distances given actually river
miles? Please clarify or precede or qualify with "river mile" (i.e., River Mile 100, or 135 river
miles), as appropriate.

Section 2.2.1 Previous Investigation of Contaminants, bullets in first summary, page 2-5:
Please adjust as follows just to emphasis the conclusions are not current:

• None of the samples exceeded the Food and Drug Admin action level ]
ug/g...

of 1.0

Mercury concentrations in other sportfish species in LR BJJi expected to be...

2.2.7 Fish Consumption Advisories, 1st paragraph, page 2-13: Please specify the dates of when
the advisories where issued and updated.

Figure 2-3 - Lower Arrow Lake: Beyond just cities, please add the primary industries under
evaluation and mentioned hi discussions.
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Figure 2-8 - Consider making these two graphs be of the same scale for better comparison.

6.2 Target Species and Rationale:

Mountain Whitefish may be the opportunity fish in the most upper reaches of the system.
I'd suggest adding flexible language in this document so that either Lake or Mountain

Whitefish will be harvested as available. In addition, I'd recommend adding discussion
to recognize the effort could even result in the need to switch various species, depending
on what is being captured at the time of the field effort.

Provide discussion in this section to acknowledge that certain fish are intended to serve as
surrogates for others (e.g., rainbow or whitefish as surrogate to kokanee, or walleye for
small mouth).

6.5 Target Sample Types, Locations, and Rationale:

Add qualifying discussion to permit the search for fish to extend beyond the target
location zones, depending on fish movement and densities.

Thanks again for requesting and accepting this input. I'm available to meet and discuss these or
other items and concepts at your convenience.


